Spring

A few months ago, several St. Ann
School first- and second-grade students

volunteered to take a ride in a “rocket ship.”
At least, that's what researchers at
Vanderbilt University told them to imagine they
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Students Aid Area University Researchers

“We're looking to see how that processing
develops and changes with schooling and
education.”

In addition to taking the Woodcock Johnson
IIl standardized tests at school, the MRIs were

administered on the Vanderbilt campus in November
and December 2010. Participants will be invited to
return in the fall for repeat scans, Hubbard said.

He and his team are currently analyzing
phase one of the research data.

“We're seeing a developmental change,
from first depending on frontal brain regions, which
are linked to intentional, difficult processes, to the
parietal regions at the back of the brain, which are
linked to automatic processing. As kids get better
at math, the brain regions they rely on begin to
change.”

were doing when they used a functional MRI, or
“Magnetic Resonance Imaging,” to measure which
areas of the children’s brains were active when they
were shown a series of dots and numeric digits.
“We were interested in the parts of the brain
that are implicated in math and number processing,”
explained Dr. Edward Hubbard, of the Department
of Psychology and Human Development, who is
overseeing a study entitled, “Brain Correlates
of Early Math and
Number Skills.”
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continued on page two

St. Ann lower-school students who recently participated in a Vanderbilt
. University research study on math learning and the processing of quantities
' created wax masks to wear during MRIs that measured their brain activity.

Making the customized wax masks with research staff as a first step helped
the children relax and have fun, but also, the masks kept them comfortable
and still during the actual MRI.

A Message from Our Pastor

Dear parents and friends of St. Ann School,

As we celebrate this Easter season with our grateful thoughts directed to the paschal
mysteries of Jesus’ passion, death and glorious resurrection, it affords us the opportunity to praise
and thank God for His marvelous blessings upon us all!

This year we have witnessed so many natural disasters abroad and here in our own
country. We see the struggles of peoples throughout the world for freedom and human dignity,
often at the terrific price of human life lost. A brief, but serious glance at our world today reminds us
of the great gift that FAITH is for all of us. It seems to me that, more than ever, we should nourish
our faith in God and practice, practice, practice a Christ-like way of living according to the Gospel
of Jesus.

Let us give thanks for an outstanding school year —we have all been blessed! Please accept
my own thanks and deep appreciation for the support and wonderful cooperation

received from parents, students, parishioners and friends throughout the
community. God bless you all!

Gratefully,

& Father Philip Breen
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continued from page one

Seven Nashville private schools, including St.
Ann, participated in the study. Hubbard characterized St.
Ann’s response as “phenomenal.”

“Sixty percent of the St. Ann families who were
invited to participate agreed to do so. It exceeded our
wildest dreams,” he said. “The response and enthusiasm
at every level, from the school administrators, to teachers
and parents, was overwhelming, and we're really
grateful.”

Hubbard continued, “We're doing this research
because we think it will help future math teaching and
especially children who have difficulty learning math.”

St. Ann Principal John Foreman said the early

activity assessment where students and teachers wore
sophisticated pedometers, a decimal education study,
and an upper-school language arts instruction study for
middle-school readers.

“I think it's important to connect St. Ann students
with the larger world of academics,” Foreman said. By
doing so, we not only participate in the development of new
ideas and the gathering of new information, but we also
expose our students, first-hand, to college and graduate
school-level scientific method and critical thinking.

“What better way to show our students that
academics is ultimately about generating new ideas and
theories, and that what they are doing today at St. Ann is

math/numbers study is just one of many the school has but a foundation for later academic achievement?”

been involved in recently. Others included a physical

NOT THE “SAME OLE SAME OLE” FOR THESE EAGLES

By Karen Herrmann

It's not news that students at St. Ann stay busy with a variety of activities, but there are a few who set their sights
on some different extra-curricular pastimes — half-marathons, roller derby, Irish step-dancing, figure skating and in-line
hockey, just to name a few.

Sixth-grader Matt Thompson ran the Country Music Half-Marathon on April 30 — it was his
third half-marathon, actually. He diligently trained for months to get ready for the grueling 13.1 mile
run. His dedication and hard work paid off, when he took 30 minutes off his previous half-marathon
time, on a very warm day no less. Now that’s an Eagle in motion!

Rosie Beach, fourth grade, has been rolling along
unique way since September with the Nashville Junior Roller
Derby League. Her team meets twice weekly at the Cleveland
Community Center in East Nashville for practice, on wheels, of
course! The first thing her coach taught the girls? How to fall
properly! The concept of “every time you fall and get back up, you
win,” is a life-lesson that Rosie has readily adopted.

Irish step-dancing is the activity of choice for fifth-grader Lauren
Coppersmith, who's been tapping and jigging her way to fitness for
seven years with-a group in Franklin that performs at events like
& 3 county fairs.

S i g_‘ Third-grade figure skater Matt Malone is currently practicing for his ninth ice show at
Centennial Sportsplex. Matt's been skating for most of his life, as mom, Karen, teaches the
sport.

First-grader Luke DiPasquale has gotten his motion fix this spring with in-line hockey, hoping to prepare for ice
hockey next winter.

Meanwhile, kindergartener Miles Hoyos stretches, tumbles and rolls his way through gymnastics classes at West
Side Athletic Center.

Not to knock the typical sports that keep our other Eagles moving — baseball, soccer, tennis, tae kwon do — those
are all fun ways to stay active. But it is interesting to hear about some of the more unusual ways students stay on the
move.

Carry on, Eagles. You make a Health and Fitness teacher proud!

(Speaking of which, Mrs. Herrmann has joined Mayor Karl Dean’s “Walk 100 Hundred Miles” challenge and has already logged
over 250 miles, making great use of our city’s parks and greenways. To join the fun, visit www.walk100miles.com. )
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