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Educating the EagleSTRONG Whole Child

By John Foreman and Judy Graham
3 L EagleSTRONG.

‘ | Not just a word. Not only a
 list of tenets that hangs on
L. = the wall in each classroom.
| EagleSTRONG has become
L a way of life at St. Ann School.
It is the expectation that we
have for every student, staff
and faculty member on campus. It sums up the
way we treat one another and value ourselves.
The EagleSTRONG pledge contains words
such as pride, responsibility and respect; each
, of the 11 beliefs is shared by all
in our community. The idea

began with just three

simple rules nine years
ago: 1) being polite;
2) making people feel
welcome at St. Ann;

and, 3) including others
at all times.

Faculty
members worked
together all year
during the 2010-
2011 school year
to delve into the
idea of educating
the whole child
while using the EagIeSTRONG ideas. We
began in August of last year at inservice
discussing just what comprises the “whole”
child. Teachers researched, and shared their
findings in order to shape the notion of what
each and every child needs, and deserves,
while a student at St. Ann School. We decided
what we wanted a graduate of St. Ann to look
like, and worked backward from that vision.

Generally, Principal John Foreman
chooses a book for the faculty to read and
discuss throughout the year. Last year we
deviated from the norm and read works related
to the whole child concept. We developed a
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Dear Parents and Friends of St. Ann School,

By the time this Annual Report has reached your mailbox, by the grace of God, and the dedication
of so many people, we have already entered into the 91st year for St. Ann School.
Think of all the children, parents and teachers who have utilized our school for their growth

“in wisdom, age and grace.” Throughout much of its earlier years, the Sisters of Mercy administered
the school and taught thousands of students with dedication and love for the children. We can never
adequately repay these great women of the Church for their years of service to St. Ann School. May their
reward in heaven be great!

Now, we are in a new era, in this 21st Century. While programs, teaching methods, and technology
change over the years, hopefully the love of God for each of us is still proclaimed, practiced and lived out
in the lives of our present-day students and parents.

As we begin a new school year, | urge parents to take an active part in the spiritual formation
of their own children. For Catholics, participation in the Sunday Eucharist must be a priority. Jesus said,
seek first the Kingdom -- after that, everything will work out just fine.

Many thanks to everyone for your support and devotion to St. Ann School.

Sincerely,

‘1 Father Philip M. Breen, =

w Pastor

| !
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Summer Renovations Reinvigorate our

It's June — a time when St. Ann School students
and families are likely packing their bags for the beach
or camp, for a little relaxation. But for a few St. Ann
staffers and parents, this past June was a time to roll up
their sleeves and get to work, preparing the building for
the coming academic year, primarily by making exciting
changes to the look and atmosphere of the St. Ann
campus.

Among them were
renovations in the main
building second- and
eighth-grade classrooms.
Kristin Harney, a St. Ann
parent and an architectural
intern with KH Studio,
teamed up with registered
commercial interior
designer Mary Richardson
(now a project manager
with Let's Get Moving!) to
redesign— and-—redecorate
those areas.

A portion of the second-grade classroom
was transformed into the new “Realm of Reading,” a
delightful place for young readers. Harney said the
inspiration for its design came in November 2010
from last year’s second-grade teacher, Noreen Yasay,
who explained that part of the curriculum focuses on
medieval times. Yasay produced a photo of a child’s
bunk bed resembling a castle. Over the course of the

“This summer’s renovations
were part of a long-term
renovation plan for
campus begun many years |

ago by Fr. Breen.” |

-- John Foreman

paces

next few months, Harney and Richardson
combined theirimagination andtechnical
expertise to create the design as well
as coordinating finishes.
Once classes were dismissed
for the summer, the trim carpenter, Kenny Coon, started
his work. “He was very talented,” Harney said. “I had

the B

drawn it so it would have dimension, and he just followed
the instructions so well. He’s such a craftsman.” Coon
collaborated with the general contractors, father/son
duo Mike and Michael Woods, who also did fantastic
work, according to Harney and Richardson. Then a
gifted local artist, Donna Davis Carter, spent several
days adding the “magical” touches, such as a dragon,
gnomes and gargoyles. She donated one of her days.

Meanwhile,  upstairs, the  eighth-grade
classroom underwent simultaneous renovations, with
an emphasis on improving its functionality, said Harney,
because, “They get down to some serious business in
there.” Eighth-grade teacher Sandy Bennett needed
more storage for her teaching tools, but also, the
room needed revisions to accommodate anticipated
new technology purchases, such as cabinetry to store
laptops, charging stations and a fan to cool them during
overnight charging. The locker space was also revised,
as was the room's orientation, allowing students to
better see Bennett while she works at the board.

This summer additionally ushered in Phase Il
of the planned renovations to Neidert Hall, including
gutting and reworking a two-story store room, and the







