Dear Parents,
     We are halfway through the month of April, and May is just around the corner!  The children and I are anxiously counting down the days on our number line.  It’s hard for me to believe our year is almost over.

     We all thoroughly enjoyed the Hermitage field trip!  We learned so much from the class, film, museum, the guides . . . and so much more!  I thank all the parent chaperones and our room coordinators for setting this up for us.  We have been working in groups on posters depicting what we learned at the Hermitage.  They will be on display in the hallway shortly.

     We are HEAVY into multiplication at this time.  I already feel like I am losing a few of them.  They all understand the concept that multiplication is repeated addition, but I am trying hard to explain that MEMORIZATION is the only way to learn these tables fast.  We can’t sit and count in our head what 8x8 equals in 4th grade, when there is a problem such as 58x8.  Again, I ask you to PLEASE help your child memorize these facts at home.  We are having quizzes, playing games, completing drills, singing songs, all in school.  With your help and support, multiplication can be more fun and easier for your child!  We have thus far learned the 0, 1, 2, 3, 5, 10, and 11 times tables at school.  ***This week we will be reviewing these tables and adding a study of the 4’s tables.  I am also explaining and teaching cross multiplication at the same time.  We will be having a test over the 0-5 tables next Wednesday.

     We are continuing daily with our Map Skills.  Following the themes of our novels, we are continuing a study of early pioneers, natural resources, and survival.  We have finished our second novel, Sarah, Plain and Tall, and will be beginning our last novel, Little House in the Big Woods, this week!  The children all seem to enjoy our time reading and discussing on the rug.  I have been so pleased with their insightfulness and the connections they are making.  In English, we have been discussing nouns, verbs, adjectives, sentence structure, subjects, and predicates.  We are trying to apply capitalization, punctuation, and spelling skills to all our writing.  We have been busy this week writing letters to our pen pals in the 3rd grade at the school in Michigan, which we will be mailing off shortly.
     This past Thursday we took Easter cards to the Seniors at their luncheon.  Once again, they were very happy to see us and the children really enjoyed their visit with them as well!  We have invited them in to see the school and the 3rd and 4th grade classrooms in May after their luncheon.  We hope they will come!  We will be reciting and learning the Apostles’ Creed daily in class.  Please go over this prayer with your child.  I am attaching a copy of it to this letter for you.  A test on it is planned for May 14th.  Please watch carefully the Tuesday folders from now until the end of school.  Various writing activities, stories, art projects, etc., will be coming home.  I thought if I start sending them home now, you can look over them this month with your child and truly appreciate them.
     We are in the last 9 weeks at this time!  I am very pleased to see how serious and responsible many of the students are in regards to getting assignments done neatly and on time.  I realize it is getting harder for them to focus this last stretch, but please keep encouraging them to “keep up the great effort” this last Quarter.  I will continue to do so also.  A lot of hard work still can and needs to be done.  As always, I thank you for your time and support, and am enjoying your wonderful children!









Sincerely









Mrs. Merzbacher
